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DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
f i l e d  w i t h  GAO more t h a n  1 0  w o r k i n g  d a y s  
a f t e r  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y ' s  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  
a c t i o n  o n  p r o t e s t  is u n t i m e l y .  - S e e  4 C.F.R. 
S 2 1 . 2 ( a )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  

T r a v e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  of America ( T C A )  protests  t h e  can-  
c e l l a t i o n  o f  r e q u e s t  fo r  proposals ( R F P )  N o .  WASO-82-16, 
i s s u e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( I n t e r i o r ) ,  
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  f o r  a n a t i o n w i d e  accommodat ions  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  s y s t e m .  A f t e r  a n a l y z i n g  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  
s u b m i t t e d ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  c a n c e l e d  t h e  RFP,  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  none  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  m e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s o u g h t  by 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  I n t e r i o r  a d v i s e d  TCA of t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  by  l e t t e r  d a t e d  Augus t  6 ,  
1982 .  TCA f i l e d  i t s  p ro te s t  i n  o u r  O f f i c e  o n  O c t o b e r  5 ,  
1982 .  

TCA wrote t o  I n t e r i o r  o n  A u g u s t  10  and  1 2 ,  o b j e c t i n g  to  
t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  and  r e q u e s t i n g  a d e b r i e f i n g .  By l e t t e r  
d a t e d  Augus t  31 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  d e n i e d  t h e  
d e b r i e f i n g  r e q u e s t  a n d  a f f i r m e d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c a n c e l l a t i o n  
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Augus t  6 l e t t e r .  The s u b s e q u e n t  p ro tes t  ta  
GAO was u n t i m e l y  f i l e d .  S e c t i o n  2 1 . 2 ( a )  o f  o u r  Bid  Protest  
P r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  where  a p r o t e s t  h a s  been  f i l e d  
i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o c u r i n g  a g e n c y ,  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  p ro t e s t  
t o  o u r  O f f i c e  m u s t  b e  f i l e d  w i t h i n  1 0  work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
p ro t e s t e r  r e c e i v e s  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p r o c u r i n g  a g e n c y ' s  i n i t i a l  
a d v e r s e  a c t i o n .  4 C.F .R.  S 2 1 . 2 ( a )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  G e r a l d  - L a i r d ,  
B-204382.4, November 23, 1 9 8 1 ,  81-2 CPD 418.  TCA r e c e i v e d  
n o t i c e  o f  I n t e r i o r ' s  a f f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  upon 
receipt  o f  I n t e r i o r ' s  Augus t  3 1  l e t t e r .  Whi l e  we d o  n o t  
know t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  rece ip t  o f  the i e t t e r ,  i t  is  
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u n e  t h a t  i t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  1 c a l e n d a r  
week. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p r o t e s t  f i l e d  w i t h  o u r  O f f i c e  on  
October 5 is c l e a r l y  u n t i m e l y .  
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The protest  is d i s m i s s e d .  

Harry R. Van Cleve 
Acting General C o u n s e l  
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